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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the title is restated at the 
beginning and, as such, is redundant. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yokouchi (US 2001/0004258 A1)('Yokouchi') in view of Anderson et al (US 
2003/0206316 A1)('Anderson'). [Please note: for all the claims below, examiner will be 
using the term "template" as synonymous with the "composite image template" of 
applicant because all the references utilized by Examiner use the term "template" in that 
context, and all the templates discussed or disclosed in references will be for combining 
images, thus such templates are prima facie "composite image templates".][Claims 1 1 
and 16 and their dependent claims are rejected under the same arguments and 
references as claim 1; claim 1 1 merely recites a system implementing the method of 
claim 1 , and claim 16 is software implementing the method of claim 1 , which is a prima 
facie obvious variation, as both references utilized in these rejections teach software 
(Anderson 0003, 0030, etc.; Yokouchi all claims (pg. 11, they all recite computer- 
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readable medium). Therefore, such rejections are binding on claims 1 1 and 16 and 
their dependent claims without further comment.] 

As to claims 1,11, and 17, 
A method of creating a composite image, comprising: 
-Providing a composite image template that includes at least one image area; 
(Anderson 0003, Fig. 6, Fig. 11, etc.; Yokouchi Figs. 27 and 30, multiple image areas 
provided, 0009, 0012 and many others) and 

-Associating at least one image with the at least one image area (Anderson Figs. 6 and 
7 for example (0038, 0042-0044, etc.); Yokouchi 0138-0141, pictures P0 (background) 
from Fig. 3 and picture P1 from Fig. 5 are composited with P1 being put into the location 
specified by the user); and 

-Saving the composite image based on the composite image template and the at least 
one image (0047 Anderson, and Fig. 1 Anderson, where images are initially stored in 
camera storage 120 and merged with templates from the template storage 150 and 
saved in the computer 130.). 

Reference Yokouchi teach all the limitations of the claim, with the individual claim 
limitations addressed specifically above. Yokouchi never explicitly teaches saving the 
image. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the image templates of Yokouchi with those of 
Anderson, since Anderson explicitly teaches saving images, which would allow 
manipulation of the composited images at a later time, and their use in later templates, 
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as well as utilizing the three-layer image compositing scheme, which would allow the 
use of multi-layer templates, which would be an important improvement over Yokouchi. 

As to claims 2, 12, and 18, 
The method of claim 1 , further comprising generating a composite image template file 
that describes the composite image template (Anderson 0012, 0014, 0023). 

Reference Yokouchi does not this limitation explicitly, but rather implicitly as in 
0014-0017, where the template files are taught to have several portions that describe 
various aspects of the images and file. Anderson teaches this limitation as cited above, 
where composite image files are referred to as well as methods for creating such files. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the image templates of Yokouchi with those of 
Anderson, since Anderson explicitly teaches saving images, which would allow 
manipulation of the composited images at a later time, and their use in later templates, 
as well as utilizing the three-layer image compositing scheme, which would allow the 
use of multi-layer templates, which would be an important improvement over Yokouchi. 

[Note that for claim 12's additional limitation of having the image display system 
use the composite image template file, this is a trivial modification, and further the 
system of Yokouchi teaches in Fig. 1 that a monitor 8 is used, which is controlled by the 
"composition means" 5 and pulls the files from the template storing means 1 , which 
fulfills any additional limitations of claim 12. Further, the term "uses" in this context can 
only be taken to mean that the image display system displays the template file, as well 
as using it as a file descriptor.] 
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As to claim 3, 

The method of claim 2, wherein the generating step includes adding a first image area 
to the composite image template. 

Reference Yokouchi teaches all the limitations of this claim, for example 0036- 
0040, where 0037 sets a valid area in a two-dimensional plane and 0038 sets layout 
areas in the valid area and so forth. Since only the primary reference is cited, no 
separate combination or motivation is necessary and that of the parent claim is adopted 
via incorporation without further comment. 

As to claim 4, 

The method of claim 3 wherein the generating step further includes adding a second 
image area to the composite image template. 

Reference Yokouchi teaches all the limitations of the claim, as in claim 3 (0036- 
0040) various methods of laying out images, and in 0038, layout areas in the valid two 
dimensional image area are created - specifically, "specifying a plurality of layout areas" 
and "specifying the plurality of layout images laid out in the respective layout areas." 
These are clearly cited as part of creating a composite image template. Since only the 
primary reference is cited, no separate combination or motivation is necessary and that 
of the parent claim is adopted via incorporation without further comment. 

As to claim 5, 

The method of claim 4, where the second image area and the first image area overlap. 

Reference Yokouchi teaches all the limitations of the claim. For example, Figs. 
47A and 47B are specified to have overlapping images (0009) and prior art is disclosed 
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by Yokouchi to have overlaps. In 0078 and 0178, it is specified that since the images 
are inserted one at a time, none of them overlap - but the important distinction is that 
none of the images overlap because they are inserted one at a time to allow the 
user to control positioning and overlap during the compositing process. In any 

case, in light of the prior art revealed by Yokouchi (under MPEP 2123, patents are 
relevant for all they contain and disclose, including prior or conventional art) it would 
have been obvious to modify the compositing process of Yokouchi to include the ability 
to have overlapping images after compositing - e.g. each element would be laid out in 
layers so that they could be seen individually without the alpha-channel bleeding 
problem of the prior art. 
As to claim 6, 

The method of claim 2, wherein the generating step includes selecting background 
attributes of the composite image template. 

Yokouchi teaches layout areas and insertion areas for images, which implicitly 
fulfill all the limitations of this claim. Reference Anderson explicitly teaches this 
limitation, as in Fig. 3 where it is shown that Anderson's templates have three layers - 
element 310, the foreground, element 320, the actual image, and element 330 the 
background (0032). Each layer can be independently specified - see Figs. 5A and 5B 
where the background plane is specified to have either a plurality (5A) or one (5B) 
graphic files in that layer. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to combine the image templates of Yokouchi with 
those of Anderson, since Anderson explicitly teaches specifying the background layer, 
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which would allow manipulation of the composited images at a later time, and their use 
in later templates, as well as utilizing the three-layer image compositing scheme, which 
would allow the use of multi-layer templates, which would be an important improvement 
over the semi-layered layout of Yokouchi, which would gain additional versatility by 
allowing the use of explicit foreground and background layers. 
As to claim 7, 

The method of claim 2, wherein the generating step includes adding at least one 
template image file to the composite image template. 

In the broadest sense, Yokouchi defines a template in 0005. However, Yokouchi 
further enhances that description such that a template contains descriptive language 
(e.g. 0037-0042, for example) the position of all the images, the layout areas, etc, and 
prima facie the system can combine multiple images, backgrounds, etc. In light of 
Anderson, which teaches the combination of multiple layers of images (see rejection for 
claim 6), obviously previously rendered composite images could be combined in the 
same way. Given that Yokouchi basically states that templates are reduced to editing 
descriptions (mentioned 0120), it would be obvious to modify the system such that 
templates could be combined. Each template would have its own editing descriptions 
and page language descriptors, which would yield easy combinations of templates to 
get a final product - just as two composited images can further be combined or 
composited, two templates can obviously be processed in the same way. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the image templates of Yokouchi with those of 
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Anderson, since Anderson explicitly teaches specifying the background layer, which 
would allow manipulation of the composited images at a later time, and their use in later 
templates, as well as utilizing the three-layer image compositing scheme, which would 
allow the use of multi-layer templates, with the emphasis that the editing descriptions - 
essentially a page description language, or some kind of overall format (e.g. XML), 
would allow the production and combining of previously existing templates as discussed 
above, which would give the system of Yokouchi increased versatility since it would be 
easy to combine excellent past works and produce a superior new product template. 
As to claim 8, 

The method of claim 1 , further comprising adjusting the at least one image to conform to 
the associated image area. 

Reference Yokouchi does not explicitly teach this limitation. Reference Anderson 
teaches in Figs. 8A-8C the adjustment of an image to fit the image area that it would go 
in, and further teaches the use of cropping, rotating, skewing, etc (0003) to make 
images fit in specified image areas in templates. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the image templates of Yokouchi with those of 
Anderson, since Anderson explicitly teaches adjusting the image to fit in the area - that 
is, allowing the user to adjust it to their preferences, not having such an action done 
automatically, which would greatly enhance the functionality of Yokouchi and enable it 
to accommodate oddly shaped images and allow the user more control over the final 
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composite image, as that is the stated goal (and differentiation from the prior art) of both 
Yokouchi and Anderson. 
As to claim 9, 

The method of claim 8, wherein the adjusting step comprises at least one of: clipping, 
rotating, stretching, and skewing the at least one image. 

Reference Yokouchi does not explicitly teach this limitation. Reference Anderson 
teaches in Figs. 8A-8C the adjustment of an image to fit the image area that it would go 
in, and further teaches the use of cropping, rotating, skewing, etc (0003) to make 
images fit in specified image areas in templates. (Same as claim 8, the image 
manipulation is the only difference). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the image templates of Yokouchi with those of 
Anderson, since Anderson explicitly teaches adjusting the image to fit in the area - that 
is, allowing the user to adjust it to their preferences, not having such an action done 
automatically, which would greatly enhance the functionality of Yokouchi and enable it 
to accommodate oddly shaped images and allow the user more control over the final 
composite image, as that is the stated goal (and differentiation from the prior art) of both 
Yokouchi and Anderson. 

As to claim 10, 

The method of claim 1 , wherein the saved composite image comprises an image file. 

Reference Yokouchi does not this limitation explicitly. Anderson teaches this 
limitation as cited above, where composite image files are referred to as well as 
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methods for creating such files. Anderson explicitly teaches saving files (0047) and it is 
so well known in the art as to be a fundamental to save images after processing, and in 
Figs. 6A and 6B Anderson shows how each layer can be composed of one or a plurality 
of image files that prima facie would have been saved or stored somewhere. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the image templates of Yokouchi with those of Anderson, since 
Anderson explicitly teaches saving images (0047, image files are stored separately from 
combination instructions), which would allow manipulation of the composited images at 
a later time, and their use in later templates, as well as utilizing the three-layer image 
compositing scheme, which would allow the use of multi-layer templates, which would 
be an important improvement over Yokouchi. 

As to claims 13 and 19, 
The system of claim 12, wherein the template definition system includes: 
-A template display system for displaying the composite image template; (Yokouchi 
0014-0017, the template files are described and prima facie the image composition 
means 5 in Fig. 1 would display the templates from the template storing means 1 on the 
monitor 10, and further in 0129, Yokouchi discloses the display of images during the 
composition process.] 

-A background system for selecting background attributes of the composite image 
template [Yokouchi teaches the ability to add various background components (0135), 
e.g. the white fringe shown in Fig. 7. Anderson teaches in Fig. 3 the use of multiple 
layers for compositing templates, one of which is the background, and is independently 
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selectable and configurable; in Figs. 6A and 6B, the background is shown as having 
one or a plurality of images composing it, and in Figs. 6 and 7 the layout tool and layout 
of the images on the background is shown]; 

-An image area system for adding an image area to the composite image template 
(Reference Yokouchi teaches this limitation, for example 0036-0040, where 0037 sets a 
valid area in a two-dimensional plane and 0038 sets layout areas in the valid area and 
so forth); 

-A template file system for saving the composite image template as a composite image 
template file (Fig. 1 of Yokouchi shows a template storing means 1; Fig. 2 of Anderson 
shows templates stored in printer storage 250. Further, Anderson 0006-0007 and 0031 
teaches an object-based template model. Finally, for templates to be used after 
composition they must be saved, and saving files is a fundamental of computer-based 
art. If necessary, it would have been trivially, prima facie obvious to modify the software 
of Anderson and Yokouchi to do so. Finally, the use of a template storing means clearly 
requires and inherently has a "template file system" as the term "file system" is 
conventionally used in the computer art.) 

Reference Yokouchi does not explicitly teach the ability to completely, 
independently select background components, but explicitly teaches all other limitations. 
Reference Anderson explicitly teaches the ability to select backgrounds for templates 
independently. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the image templates of Yokouchi with those of 
Anderson, since Anderson explicitly teaches saving images (0047, image files are 
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stored separately from combination instructions), which would allow manipulation of the 
composited images at a later time, and their use in later templates, as well as utilizing 
the three-layer image compositing scheme, which would allow the use of multi-layer 
templates, which would be an important improvement over Yokouchi. 
As to claim 14, 

The system of claim 13, wherein the template definition system further includes a 
template image system for associating a template image file with the composite image 
template. 

Reference Yokouchi does not explicitly teach this limitation, although implicitly teaching 
it (for example, the addition of the white fringe to Fig. 7, as discussed in 0135). 
Reference Anderson clearly teaches (0006-0007, 0031-0034) that image files are 
associated with plane files for template construction via a system of tags embedded in 
the files. This clearly meets the above-recited limitations; also, Anderson in Figs. 6A 
and 6B clearly shows how each plane file can have one or a plurality of image files 
associated with it. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the image templates of Yokouchi with 
those of Anderson, since Anderson explicitly teaches saving images (0047, image files 
are stored separately from combination instructions), which would allow manipulation of 
the composited images at a later time, and their use in later templates, as well as 
utilizing the three-layer image compositing scheme, which would allow the use of multi- 
layer templates, which would be an important improvement over Yokouchi. [System 
limitation is no different than method, as both are implemented in software, and it is a 
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fundamental of the software art that one can build software having any combination of 
modules that will perform the same functions, thus taking care of any potential 
limitations there.] 

As to claim 15, 

The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the association system displays the associated at least 
one image within the at least one image area. 

Reference Yokouchi very clearly teaches in 0134-0137 that associated images 
are displayed in the target area, with a result or example being Fig. 13. Since only the 
primary reference is utilized, no separate motivation or combination is required and that 
of the parent claim is hereby incorporated by reference without further comment. 

As to claims 16, 

The system of claim 1 1 , further comprising a thumbnail system for displaying a template 
image that is associate with the composite image template. 

Reference Yokouchi very clearly teaches a thumbnail system for displaying 
composite image templates in Fig. 11 and discusses the system in 0130 and provides 
examples of its use in 0137-0138. Since only the primary reference is utilized, no 
separate motivation or combination is required and that of the parent claim is hereby 
incorporated by reference without further comment. 

As to claim 20, 

The program product of claim 18, further comprising program code for displaying a 
template image that is associated with the composite image template. 
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Reference Yokouchi very clearly teaches a thumbnail system for displaying 
composite image templates in Fig. 11 and discusses the system in 0130 and provides 
examples of its use in 0137-0138. This would comprise displaying a template image 
that is associated with the composite image template. Reference Anderson clearly 
teaches (0006-0007, 0031-0034) that image files are associated with plane files for 
template construction via a system of tags embedded in the files. This clearly meets the 
above-recited limitations; also, Anderson in Figs. 6A and 6B clearly shows how each 
plane file can have one or a plurality of image files associated with it. In Fig. 6, the 
images that make up the background are displayed. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the image 
templates of Yokouchi with those of Anderson, since Anderson explicitly teaches saving 
and displaying images (0047, image files are stored separately from combination 
instructions), which would allow manipulation of the composited images at a later time, 
and their use in later templates, as well as utilizing the three-layer image compositing 
scheme, which would allow the use of multi-layer templates, which would be an 
important improvement over Yokouchi. [Software is no different than method, as both 
are implemented in software, and it is a fundamental of the software art that one can 
build software having any combination of modules that will perform the same functions, 
thus taking care of any potential limitations there. Also, as discussed in the rejection to 
claim 16, both references teach software anyway, and software can be configured to 
have any desired number of modules or code, so as long as the functionality is 
achieved, the structure of the software is irrelevant.] 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric V Woods whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0263. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00 alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on 703-305-4713. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703r872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Eric Woods 



December 3, 2004 
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